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The destruction of archaeological and heritage sites in Palestine by the state of Israel is
today condemned by the international association for archaeologists, the World
Archaeological Congress.

"The destruction of heritage sites in cities such as Bethlehem, Nablus and Hebron by Israeli
forces is of tremendous concern. Considering the historical significance of these cities to so
many cultures, this is an international tragedy." Dr. Claire Smith, President of the World
Archaeological Congress, said today. ""There is a pattern of destruction here and at this
moment there are unconfirmed reports that the Israeli military is initiating an operation in
the old city of Nablus in the west bank targeting an area in close proximity to AbdulaHadi
Palace. This palace was constructed during the Ottoman period in 1855 for Mohamad Bek
Abdul- Hadi, and is considered to be one of the significant architectural sites in the city. It
is unacceptable for any country to destroy archaeological sites. In this case, in particular, it
Is attacking another nation's cultural identity. The confirmed destruction of other sites
includes sites partly excavated by the Israel Antiquities Authority between 1967 and 1993.
Of particular concern is the destruction of heritage sites by the wall being constructed by
the Israeli Government in the Palestinian territories.a

The World Archaeological Congress called on the Israeli Government to respect the
UNESCO 2003 Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity, which supports the right of
all nations to retain their cultural identity for the benefit of present and future generations.

The World Archaeological Congress also called upon governments worldwide to request
compliance by Israel with UNESCO 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural
Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and its First and Second Protocols which aims to
protect the cultural assets of a country in the event of armed conflict.
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Background on WAC

The World Archaeological Congress is the major global organisation in archaeology, with
elected representation from all parts of the world. It holds an international congress every
four years to promote the exchange of the results of archaeological research; professional
training and public education for disadvantaged nations, groups and communities; the
empowerment and betterment of Indigenous groups and First Nations peoples; and the
conservation of archaeological sites.

The last Congress, WAC-5, was held from June 21-June 26 at the Catholic University of
America in Washington, D.C. WAC-5 was the first full World Archaeological Congress to
be held in North America. It was attended by some 1,200 archaeologists, native peoples and
international scholars from some 75 nations.

The Congress Patron for WAC-5 was Harriet Mayor Fulbright. Patrons of previous WAC
Congresses include Nelson Mandela and Prince Charles. WAC-5 was held in partnership
with the Smithsonian Institution's National Museum of Natural History and National
Museum of the American Indian, and in collaboration with the Getty Conservation
Institute.



